Sub-committees and Working groups

Over recent years the society has set up several small
groups or working*parties to study specific matters of 1local
concern, with what professional or expert guidance qualified
members are able to give. The members of the groups are not
necessarily members of the main committee,

This policy is beginning to bear fruit in that, through the
groups, the dociety is able to offer qualified eni responsible
advice or opinions which are of value to the Authorities or
the community generally.

HA . tfMDEN URBAN D~d1GR GROUP

This is an independent body which consists of qualified
architects, engineers, town planners and members of allied
professions. For the most part they live in Harpenden but
practice further afield. They are the professional arm of
dociety.

PLANS SUB-COMMITTEE

This was formed as a result of what seemed, at times, to be
regrettable planning decisions by the Authorities. It is the
docietyls planning watch-dog. Its members scrutinise the
local Authorityls monthly list of planning applications which
are submitted for approval: the group’s representative and a
representative of the Urban Design Group meet with the
Council’s Surveyor for an informal briefing before each meet-
ing of the Plans committee: they look at the plans, examine
questionable applications in detail, and then submit their
comments, in writing, and these are taken into consideration
by the members of the Plans committee as they work through
the applications.

UPPER LEA VALLEY GdOUP

The society and the Urban Design Group prepared a joint report
in 1971 antitied "The Lea Valley in Harpendaa,". Gubsequently a
public meeting was called and an "Upper Lea Valley Group'l set
up. This now functions as a virtually autonomous body with

the support of the Harpenden Society.

In addition to concerning itself with the amenities ef the
valley the group is active in a number of ways. It is advocating
the use of the former railway line as a public footpath to link
with other public rights of way in the district. It has also
undertaken, at the direct request of the Local Authority, a study
of the Council-owned lands bordering the river. Implementation
of this report is now under way, some of the work being done by
the Council direct and some by voluntary labour, in workparties
organised by the steering committee of the Upper Lea Valley
Group.

TOWN CENTRE WORKING PARTY

This group consists primarily of Urban Design Group members but
includes a representative of the Harpenden Society. It is study-
ing the future of the town centre in relation to buildings,
traffic, shopping, greens and trees, street furniture and general
amenity. The group consults with members of the Herts County
Council's Planning staff who are responsible for the Town Centre



proposals and discusses developments in the Conservation
Area with them and with the Local Authority. Probably the
biggest single threat to the character of the town is an
apparent lack of integration, at every level, of traffic
management and urban design.

More recently the group made a detailed survey of
buildings within the Conservation Area recommended

(i) that a small number of additions should be made to
the Statutory List of Buildings of architectural or
historic interest and,

(ii) that the appearance of many other?, inf$uding groups
of buildings,which do not in themselves reach the
standard required for statory listing, is nevertheless
of a special quality without which the centre of
Harpenden would lose its essential character: these
should be protected against indiscriminate demolition.

KARPSiVDSN COMMON SUB-COmM1TTB*

This is a joint working group of Harpenden Society and Urban
design Group members. It has commented on the Council’s
proposals for restricting parking to specific areas of the
common and has put forward its own Jjarcagwreiftlm .
It is now considering the wider aspects of the common in the
future in view of the intensification of use to which it is
being put. It is preparing, at the request of the Local
Authority, a programme of conservation and positive maanagement
Of the common and its vegetation and trees.

FOOTPATHS SUB-COMMITTEE

This group was formed to investigate the condition of local
footpaths, to ensufie that access is not impaired and to

encourage their use. It pays special attention to notices of
closure and diversion and makes representations where appropriate.

LOCAL IIISTOdY GQCIBTY

A sub-committee has recently been formed to explore the
desirability of setting up a Local History Society ¢ possibly

with its own Centre. Over recent years an increasing interest

has been shown by local resideuts in the history of the town, and a
Xxis&ai W.B.A.Local History class is at work on a History of
Harpenden for the press. There is also a certain amount of
material available, in the form of records, pictures and

bygones to form the XSUSM&UX nucleus of a local collection.

MSbal.STTdS

The Society publishes a periodic Hevé&etter to keep the members
informed of activities, coming events and matters ©f local
interest and concern.



Other possible Groups

In addition to the work being undertaken already by the
foregain. ipmxwmpnr sub-ce -.-ittees there are other matters
requiring action for which groups might be formed.

TRBdo & LANDSCAPE

The trees and open spaces in and around Harpenden are one

of the main contributions to its character. It is essential

to safeguard them against wanton destruction and to see

that replacement trees are planted before maturer specimens
die cut.

& first step would be the preparation of a tree survey,

covering the town area by area.

ROTH&kSTED PARK

A study of the existing facilities for recreatic. and sport

which are available to the public might be made, together

with the general amenities and landscape, following such a study
it would be possible to make reec ...endations in the light of
local needs and national policies.

NATURAL HISTORY

To study the local flora and x*auna, recording species and
their habitats in the area, with a view to conservation, and
aagaasnfcafciflHB colonisation.

HISTORIC BUILDINGS

There are a number of buildings in and around Harpenden of
architectural and historic interest but few of these have
been measured and recorded. Such surveys could be undertaken,
tc include plans, sketches and photographs.

GnRhRAL AMENITY

The Harpenden Society are well aware of the numerous small
(ana some large) details of our environment which do so much
to create or destroy a town. They need constant attention.
Included under sueha head would be pollution of a~y kind,
clean streets, the problems of litter, rubbish dumps and
skips, eye sores, seats, bus shelters, lighting columns,
railings, road signs and pockets of neglected waste land,

A working group could watch over these thiugs and negotiate
for good design, improvement, or reclamation as appropriate.



4.

The Harpenden Society

AUiiSTIOLNATIHd

In the preceeding paper the present work oa the Harpenden
Society is outlined, together with some projects it is hoped
can he undertaken.

please tick YdS or NO

Are you a member of the Harpenden Society at present ?
(membership form attached)

Would you be prepared to help in any of the groups
listed bejow ?

1. Harpenden Urban design Group
12. Plans sub-committee

3. Upper Lea Valley Group

4. Town Centre Working party

5. Harpenden Common

6. Footpaths

7. Local History Society

8. Newsletter

Would you be prepared to help in any of the groups
listed below if they were formed ?

9. Trees and Landscape
10. Hothamsted Park

11. Natural History

12. Historic Buildings
13. General Amenities

Have you any further suggestions for groups which the Society
should consider *? (Write below)

Have you any special qualifications, talents or interests
which might be'beneficial to the Society (e.g. Arboriculture,
Architecture, Town planning. Photography, Cartography, know*
ledge of Local History, etc.) ! (Write below)



6. Have you any suggestions for topics or speakers for
the (a) General Meetings of the Society

(b) Lecture Meetings

7. Have you any suggestions of places to which the Society
might make its annual Visit ?

8. Do you have any constructive criticism or comment on the
general work and organisation 4f the Harpenden Society ?

Signature
Address
Tel.Number

It would be appreciated if this questionnaire, when completed,
could be returned to the Hon.Secretary of the Harpenden Society

(Tel.3980) Mr.Guthrie W.Bowran
eChesters'
Oakhurst Avenue
Harpenden
Herts
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